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History books are marvelous things. I found a quote in the CWL’s National history book, 
“Except the Lord Build the House”. It was written by one of the national convenors for 
the 1960 Annual Report. It read, “We try to shape society rather than be shaped by it 
and we begin in the Parish Council.” 
 
Those are big shoes for the CWL to step into. But as a grassroots organization, we rely 
on the parish councils to do the important work of the League. We look for leadership 
from the diocesan, provincial and national councils but every one of us is a member of a 
parish council. This is where we live, work, pray, socialize and where we develop as 
members of the League.  
 
We belong to a dynamic organization guided by the teachings of the Catholic Church.  
Through our committees, we focus on societal issues that benefit from a Catholic voice. 
Our influence may take many forms but it only shapes society because we are “doers”.  
We put our feet to the ground and take action.  It could be an action prompted by a 
resolution or directive.  It could stem from the support we give the vulnerable like our 
current focus on the Homeless. Or it could be the influence we make by living out our 
faith in our daily lives by being models for our families and neighbours.  
 
Our history books allow us to see how we have shaped the world around us. Our 
influence may not be earth shattering but small and incremental where we know we 
have shed Christ’s light. So remember your history books and keep them as a reminder 
of your good works and the positive influence your members have made.  
 
And on a final note, remember that every member has gifts. Share your gifts at the 
parish level when elections take place and for past presidents, this coming May we will 
be looking for a new executive for the diocesan council. We need your gifts too. Pray for 
the strength to answer God’s call. May Our Lady of Good Counsel help us all with our 
“yes”. 
 
Respectfully submitted 


